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Minutes
Arkansas State Board of Optometry
Regutar Board Meeting
Freeway Medicat Tower Buitding
Little Rock, Arkansas
February 15,2024

The meeting was catted to order by Board President, Dr. Bryant Ashtey at 1 :30 p.m.
The fottowing board members were present: Dr. Bryant Ashtey, Dr. Susan DeBtack, Dr. Robert
Fitzhugh, Dr. Dan Hennessey, and Dr. Beatrice Reed. Atso in attendance were: Suzette Weast,
Board Director; Amber LeCterc, Fiscat Support Speciatist; Lacie Kirchner, Asst. Attorney Generat
and Board Counset; Dr. Attison Hat[, Dr. Rebecca Simmons Brown, Dr. Sarah Duong, Dr. Nicote
Monroe.

Dr. Ashtey introduced the new Board Director, Mrs. Suzette Weast.

Dr. Reed presented the minutes from the November 16,2023 Board Meeting. Dr. DeBtack made a
motion to acceptthe minutes. Dr. Fitzhugh made a second. The motion passed.

Dr. Hennessey noted that he sent the information regarding the November 14,2023 ARBO Webinar
as he stated he woul.d at the November Board meeting to be discussed at today's meeting. The
information summarizes the materiat presented by Attorney Date Atkinson, founder of the Atkinson
Firm, regarding apptications for licensure. The Atkinson Firm is very invotved in nationat regutatory
issues, and Attorney Atkinson is utitized by ARBO for his regutatory tegat expertise.

The State Board Update, inctuding the financiat report was presented by Mrs. Weast. Dr. Fitzhugh
made a motion to approve. Dr. Hennessey made a second. The motion passed.

The update on ittegat contact tens sates was presented by Mrs. Weast. Joty Thread and Wax (2

locations, Littte Rock and Pine Btuff) needs fottow-up. Lux Eyebrow Threading and Spa (Littte Rock)
has ceased the sates of contact [enses. Rose EyebrowThreading (Littte Rock) has not been
addressed at this time.

Dr. Ashtey introduced the new licentiates: Licensure by Examination- Dr. Rebecca Simmons Brown
and Dr. Sarah Duong. Licensure by Endorsement- Dr. Nicote Monroe. Dr. Fitzhugh made a motion to
accept the new licentiates. Dr. DeBtack made a second. The motion passed.

Mrs. Weast presented Advanced Procedures: Surgery Procedures Outcomes. Discussion ensued. lt
was noted that the Procedures Outcomes Report must be submitted whether any procedures were
performed or not. The form witt be added to a page on the Ontine Renewal Apptication so that it can
be compteted atong with ticensure renewat. Dr. Fitzhugh made a motion that Surgery Procedures
Outcomes be reported annuatty by January 31"t. Dr. DeBtack made a second. The motion passed.

The License Renewal Update was presented by Mrs. Weast and Dr. Ashtey. Dr. Ashtey reported he
has accepted a waiver request for license renewal which was submitted by a doctor who is
undergoing medicat treatment which has prohibited him from attaining in-person CE. The waiver
atlowed the doctor to acquire at[ CE ontine and waived the requirement for in-person CE for the



current ticensure renewat, pending Board approvat. Dr. Fitzhugh moved to accept the licensure
renewaI CE waiver. Dr. Hennessey made a second. The motion passed.

A doctor has requested license renewaI as a late fiter due to extenuating circumstances.
Discussion ensued. Dr. Hennessey moved to request additionat information to be considered at the
April2024 Board meeting. Dr. Fitzhugh made a second. The motion passed.

Dr. Fitzhugh presented the Comptaint Committee Update. Recommendation of dismissat of
complaint has been made in reference to three doctors. ln the case of each doctor,
recommendation to dismiss was made due to tack of viotation of the Rutes based on the evidence
presented. The fottowing motions were made to accept the recommendation of the committee: Dr,

J.L.; motion made by Dr. Hennessey; Dr. DeBtack made a second; the motion passed. Dr. M.H.;

motion made by Dr. Hennessey; Dr. Fitzhugh made a second; the motion passed. Dr. E.L.; motion
made by Dr. Hennessey; Dr. DeBtack made a second; the motion passed.

Dr. Hennessey presented the Regutatory Review Recommendations, which inctuded guidance

regarding apptications for [icensure and detegation of authority. Discussion ensued. Dr. Hennessey
made a motion for the Board members to be provided btank copies of att apptications, to be

reviewed by the Board prior to the Aprit 2024 meeting. Dr. Fitzhugh made a second. The motion
passed.

The discussion of Rules changes was tabted to the next regutar meeting.

The discussion of medical marijuana was tabted to the next regutar meeting.

Next Meeting Dates:

Board Meeting- April 25, 2024

Arkansas Optometric Association Jurisprudence Course- Friday, Apri[ 26, 2024,4:30 p.m

ARBO Meeting- June 16-18, 2024, Nashvilte, Tennessee

Advanced Procedure Testing- June 13, 2024

Proctors- Dr. David Ha[t, Dr. Chris Wroten.

Dr. Hennessey made a motion for per diem and miteage. Dr. DeBtack made a second. The motion
passed.

Attorney Kirchner notified the Board that due to a job change, this witt be her tast meeting as Board
Counse[.

Dr. Hennessey made a motion to adjourn. Dr. Fitzhugh made a second. The motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m.
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